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Top 12 Facts About Hail 
1. Most hailstorms in the USA occur                     

between April and July. 
 

2. Texas is the state that sees the most 
hailstorms annually. 

 

3. There are nearly 5,000 major hail 
storms a year in the USA.  

 

4. The area where Colorado, Wyoming, 
and Nebraska meet is called “Hail Alley”  

by insurers. 
 

5. The largest recorded hailstone in the US 
was 8 inches in diameter. 

 

6. More than 6 million USA properties are 
affected by hail each year. 

 

7. Fourteen billion of hail-related property 
claims are made per annum in the US. 

 

8. The most recent death caused by hail in 
the USA was in 2008. 

 

9. Twenty-four people a year, in the US, 
are injured by hail. 

 

10. Very large hailstones can fall at speeds 
of 100 mph. 

 

11. A single hailstorm killed 1,000 English 
soldiers in the 14th Century. 

 

12. Kericho in Kenya, sees more hail than 
anywhere else on earth. 

 

Healthcare Coalition Partners of KS, LLC 
412 W. 8th Street; Holton, KS 66436 
coalitionpartners@hccpkansas.com 

https://www.kshcc.com 

Be prepared for... 

Thunderstorm, Lightning or Hail 
Prepare Now: 
• Know your area’s risk of thunderstorms. They can occur year-round and at 

any hour.  
• Sign-up for your community’s warning system. The Emergency Alert System 

and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Weather Radio 
also provide emergency alerts. 

• Know your area’s risk of thunderstorms. They can occur year-round and at 
any hour.  

• Identify sturdy buildings close to where you live, work, study, and play.  
• Cut down or trim trees that may be in danger of falling on your home.  
• Consider buying surge protectors, lightning rods, or a lightning protection 

system to protect your home, appliances, and electronic devices.   
• Secure outside furniture.   
 
Survive During:  
• When thunder roars, go indoors. A sturdy building is the safest place to be 

during a thunderstorm.  
• Pay attention to weather reports and warnings of thunderstorms. Be ready 

to change plans, if necessary, to be near shelter. 
• When you receive a thunderstorm warning or hear thunder, go inside             

immediately. 
• If indoors, avoid running water or using landline phones. Electricity can 

travel through plumbing and phone lines.  
• Protect your property. Unplug appliances and other electric devices.  
• If boating or swimming, get to land and find a sturdy, grounded shelter or     

vehicle immediately.  
• If necessary, take shelter in a car with a metal top and sides. Do not touch 

anything metal.  
• Avoid flooded roadways. Turn Around Don’t Drown®. Remember, just six 

inches of fast-moving water can knock you down, and one foot of moving              
water can sweep your vehicle away.  

 
Be Safe After: 
• Listen to authorities and weather forecasts for information on whether it is 

safe to go outside and instructions regarding potential flash flooding. 
• Watch for fallen power lines and trees. Report them immediately. 
 

Summary: If you are under a thunderstorm warning, find safe shelter right 
away:  - When thunder roars, go indoors. - Pay attention to alerts and warnings. - 
Move from outdoors into a building or car. - Unplug appliances. - Do not use land-
line phones.  
 
 

(Above article taken from FEMA V-1009 Catalog No. 17233-10) 
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(Information from Securityaffairs.com) In one article, the German BSI agency recommends to replace Kaspersky  
anti-virus software. Security Affairs outlines potential threats to customers of Kaspersky tools.  

"BSI warns of potential offensive cyber operations that can be conducted with the support of a Russian IT manufacturer, it 
also explains that the vendor could be forced to conduct attacks or be exploited for espionage purposes without its 

knowledge." Given the current geo-political environment, we should all be aware of the risks and take action to protect 
internal and customer data.  - Peter Frasco with Intelligent Integration Technologies 

 

Cyber Security Evaluation Tool (CSET®)  

The Cyber Security Evaluation Tool (CSET®) is a stand-alone desktop application that guides asset owners and operators 
through a systematic process of evaluating Operational Technology and Information Technology. On June 30, 2021, CSET 
was updated to include a new module: Ransomware Readiness Assessment (RRA). The RRA is a self-assessment based 
on a tiered set of practices to help organizations better assess how well they are equipped to defend against and recover 
from a ransomware incident. 

After completing the evaluation, the organization will receive reports that present the assessment results in both a                             
summarized and detailed manner. The organization will be able to manipulate and filter content in order to analyze findings 
with varying degrees of granularity. 

• The CSET Download has moved to GitHub: https://github.com/cisagov/cset/releases 

• You can also find older legacy versions of the software on GitHub (this is taken from https://us-cert.cisa.gov/ics/
Downloading-and-Installing-CSET. 

• For additional information on CSET®, consult https://github.com/cisagov/cset/releases, email 
CSD_VM_Methodology@cisa.dhs.gov. 

Be Prepared for a Cyberattack 
Cyberattacks are malicious attempts to access or damage a computer system. 
 

Quick Facts 

• Can occur in computers, mobile phones, gaming systems and                 
 other devices 

• Can include fraud or identity theft 

• Can block your access or delete your personal documents and    
 pictures 

• May target children 

• May cause problems with business services, transportation, and 
 power 

Protect Yourself Key Messages 

• Keep software and operating systems up-to-date. 

• Use strong passwords and two-factor authentication (two methods of verification). 

• Watch for suspicious activity. When in doubt, don't click. Do not provide personal information. 

• Use encrypted (secure) internet communications. 

• Create backup files. 

• Protect your home Wi-Fi network. 
Featured Protective Actions 

• Use strong passwords and two-factor authentication. 

• Watch for suspicious activity. 

• Check your account statements regularly. 

• Use secure internet connections. 

• Keep software up to date and use antivirus solutions to block threats. 

• Encrypt your files when sending personal information through emails. 

• Regularly back-up your files. 

• Protect your Wi-Fi network. 

Articles  on this page are from Homeland Security (www.dhs.gov). 
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 Finance Chief 

Best                            

Practices 

Around 

Kansas  

The Finance Chief monitors the utilization of                             
financial assets and the accounting for financial                       
expenditures. This chief supervises the                                            
documentation of expenditures and cost                                       
reimbursement activities. The Finance Chief                            
communicates regularly with other chiefs: 
• Logistics Chief for resource needs and activities. 

• Informs the Planning Chief of activities that have occurred; 
keeping them updated with status and utilization of resources. 

• Communicates with the Operations Chief for personnel time 
records, potential compensation and claims, and cancelled                   
surgeries and procedures.  

 
This individual determines equipment and supply needs; requests 
them from the Logistics Chief. They determine issues and needs in 
section areas and coordinate resource management. They also make 
requests for external assistance as needed in coordination with the 
Logistics Chief.  

METRO All mini-grants approved - RRC provided coaching ahead of grant submission to provide 
  guidance to membership regarding what KDHE is likely to approve and what has been 
  successful in the past. 
 

NC One NCK hospital has put into practice listing three good things as part of their medical                         
 provider and department manager meetings. The concept originally came from Duke University, 
 www.bit.ly/3gtdemo. 

 
NE One NEK County is hosting weekly calls between hospitals, public health and schools. These 
 calls have proactively provided solutions to potential problems, strengthened relationships and 
 provided resources when they were so desperately needed.  

 

NW The NWK HCC had a CMS Healthcare Mandates presentation. They discussed the process for 
 being in compliance with the mandates and what is needed for a surveyor.  
 

SE  The SEK HCC enjoys catered meals for their meetings. Everyone chips in to cover the cost 
              of the meal. By not having to leave the meeting for lunch, more work is accomplished and  the 
              work day is not extended by extra travel.  
 

SC All of the Ascension Via Christi facilities participated in a functional exercise during the  statewide tornado drill on 
 March 8th.  All facilities found areas for improvement should they need to respond to an actual tornado warning.   
 

SW The two Readiness & Response Coordinators attended a recent retirement for one of their long standing members.                     
 A plaque was given to the member, Don Button in recognition of his many years of faithful service.  

 

Operations Chief Logistics Chief Finance Chief 

Liaison Officer 

Safety Officer 

Public Information Officer 

INCIDENT COMMANDER 

You’ll want to mark your calendars now for the 2022 
Virtual Preparedness Conference. Once again you’ll 
have the opportunity to interact with some great 
presenters from around the country and the State on 
best practices of emergency preparedness. The three 
day sessions will be virtually presented from 12:00 to 
1:30 pm daily.  

Save the Date 

FYI About Ghost Guns:                       
Since November 2021, at least four school shootings 
involved “Ghost Guns.” This type of gun is a firearm 
that comes packaged in parts, can be secured online 
and assembled with the need for serial numbers, 
tracking, etc. Two types of guns are in this category 
the first can be made with a 3D printer and usually 
fires one bullet. The second  which has been tied to 
crimes, comes from a kit and bypasses federal laws 
requiring registration.                       

http://www.bit.ly/3gtdemo


 

This publication was supported by the Grant or Cooperative Agreement Number, NU90TP921936, funded by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Centers for              

Disease Control and Prevention or the Department of Health and Human Services.  
Additions or corrections to the newsletter should be addressed to Beth (beth@hccpkansas.com).  

HCC Workplan Items Due this Quarter: 

• April 15 - Workplan results, project updates and performance measure data due. Fiscal 
reports due to KDHE.  
• June 1 - Complete the Redundant Communication Drill.  
Other Items to Note:  
• Be watching for information on the Burn Surge Tabletop Exercise in your region. 
• An ABLS class will be coming to your region. Dates and locations to be announced.  

Kansas City Metro HCC Membership Meeting 4/28/22 at 2:00 pm via TEAMS. 

Please register for this meeting on KS Train using course number 1092673.   

NCK HCC Membership Meeting will be held on 5/13/22 at 9:00 am via TEAMS. 

NCK HCC uses KS Train course number 1092953.  

NEKHCC Membership Meeting will be held 4/5/22 at 9:00 am via TEAMS.            

Please register for this meeting on KS Train using course number 1071554.  

NW HCC Membership Meeting will be held Tuesday, 4/12/22 at 1:30 pm.                    

Please register for this meeting on KS Train using course number 1084798.  

SC HCC Membership Meeting will be held on 4/20/22 via TEAMS. Please                         

register for this meeting on KS Train using course number 1098828.  

SEKS HCC Membership Meeting will be held 4/26/22 at 10:00 am. Use KS Train 
course number 1092952. 
 

SHERT HCC Membership Meeting will be held on 5/13/22 at 10:00 am. Please                   

register on KSTrain using course number, 1089096.  

Jonathon Blackburn the Northwest Kanas                     
Readiness & Response Coordinator would like to                
recognize Roy Litfin.  Says Jonathon, “Roy is the 
NWKS HCC Chair from Gove County Medical 
Center. He is being recognized for his many years 
of service to the HCC as both a member and a 
Chairperson. He is always willing to help other 

members and facilities in any manner possible. He is also a 
great resource that many of the new hospital emergency                      
preparedness individuals have been able to rely on for guidance. 
Roy is always willing to do what he can to assist the HCC, and 
for this the NWKS HCC is grateful.”  

 
 

Thank you Roy! 

The Clinical Advisors are meeting the last                         
Wednesday of each month to collaborate and                        
develop best  practices for each region. Know 
that if you have a clinical question that you 
would like discussed by the providers, please 

bring it to your Clinical Advisor’s attention.  
The clinical advisors are now publishing a quarterly                        
newsletter called, The Advisor, to help all providers in 
preparedness endeavors and to reinforce the work done 
in Healthcare Coalitions. Please thank your Clinical 
Advisor for their faithfulness in participation in this 
group.  (This newsletter is also available via our                        
website: www.kshcc.com under, The Latest Coalition 
News section. 

Clinical Advisors 

Grant Monies Available for Mobile Morgues  
Information on  grant monies available to secure mobile morgues is now available on our website. Please go to 

www.kshcc.com and sign into to your region to  find the, COVID-19 Pandemic Applicant Instructions on this grant opportunity. 
The morgue storage  unit information can be obtained from www.nutwelllogistics.com (1-888-884-0104) or 

www.paladinprepare.com (1-800-940-9639).  

NWK in the Spotlight 

mailto:beth@hccpkansas.com
http://www.kshcc.com
http://www.kshcc.com
http://www.nutwelllogistics.com
http://www.paladinprepare.com

